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XM, 4 Letier frem Arthur Dobbs Efg; of
Saftle-Dobbs 72 Ircland, 20 the Rev. Mr.

)(’i

Charles Wetltein, (/.J[H//&Hl and Secrctary

to His Po/a/ Highnefs the Prince of Wales,

concerning the Diflances berween Afa and

America.

SIR,

Reed April 9. W AM cztremcly obliged to you for the
AT Trouble you have taken, in corre-
foonding with Profcffor Exler * upon the Ruffian
Difcoveries Eatward from Kamfchatka, and com-
municating to me the Accounts he had of Bebring’s
lat Voyage, and of his Difcovery of the Lands
North-Eaft of Japerzs which the Profcflor could
only have inaccurately, not. having feen any
Journal to fix thc Latitude and Longitude of the

Countrics he then difcoverd: But ﬂnc<, Profeflor
Euler, {way'd by the Opinion of Captain Bebring,

feems Qill to believe that the 1alt Land he difcoverd

is joined to California, which Country is now known
to be Part of the Continent of America, and not an
Iand (in wkich Fa& of its being continuous to Ca-
Uiformia 1 differ ftill in Opinion from him,) for, if
that were a Fa&t to be depended upon, I would can-
didly own, that there could be no Paffage from the
Notth-Wett of - dudfon’s- Bay to the Weftern Ocean
of America, without (ailing near 70° of Longitude ;
the Diftance 01 the North-Eaft Cape of Az from
the North- Wl Hudfons Bay, in aParallel almoft
as far Nortl: z¢ the Polar Circle, before the Paflage

can

* See Tranf. Mo 482, p. 421,
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can be made to the Pacific Ocean ; which might
therefore be very reafonably call’d an unpra&nmbk
Paffage, as it could not poflibly be made in one Sum-
mer, if at all); and fince Profefior Euler has been
(o kind as to give mc Captain Belbring's Reafons for
{upporting his ()pmlon which are principally from
the fmall Diftance he fuppofcd it was, from the Coaft
he difcoverd, to the \Vaﬁun American Coal at Ca-
lifornia (Wlm.h he imagin'd was much ncarer his
North-Eaft Cape of Afiz than it is in Fa®t); I maft
therefore, in return to the Profeflor’'s Goodnefs, in
communicating to me ail he has known in that Dif
covery, beg Leave to give you this further Trouble
of communicating to the Profcflor my Reafon for
ftill diffenting from Bebring's Opinion, that the Land
he difcover'd laft was Part of the Continent of Awe-
rica, or continuous with Californias and if he find
the Reafons for fupporting my Opinion make it
more probable, that there flill may be a large Open-
ing betwixt thefe new- -difcoverd’ Countrics md Cali-
ornia, 1 am fenfible it will give the ingenious and
learned Profeflor great Plcafurc to think we may yet
hope for a Pafﬁoc by h’w’fons -Bay to the Weftern
American Occan without being obftructed with Icc
atter pafling Huafons Sreight.

The Profeflor imagines I might have been led
aftray, by not conﬁdc‘m that the North-Eaft Cape
of Afiz is much more Ea&cr}y than has been laid
down in any former Charts; which is now known
accurately, by the Eclipfc of the Moon obfcrved by
Captain Bebring at Kamfthatta.

I have an Abftralt of his Journal by me, upon his
firft Difcovery in 1728, and 1729, when he obferved
that Eclipfe, and the Calculation of the Longirade

i from
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from it ; and ftand by his Longitude he has fix’d ; and
allow that his North-Eaft Cape is in the other Hemi-
fphere s reckoning Eaftward, cither from Fero, as the firft
Meridian, or from Londor; which laft I thall follow.

Bebring fixes his North-Eaft Cape 126" 7/ Eaft
Longitude from Tobolskis and Tobolski is 86° Eaft
from Fero; fo the Cape is 212° 7/ Eaft of Fero, or
about 194° Eaft from London. — By Captain M:d-
dleton’s Oblervation of Fupiter's Satellite at Churchill
River in Hudforn's Bay, that River is 95° Weft from
Londons; which, added to 194°, makes 289°; con-
fequently the North-Eaft Cape of Afiz is 71° diftant
from Churchill, to complete 360°; which, in the
Latitude of 64°, computing 8 Leagues to a Degree
of Longiude, of which 20 make a Degtree of Lati-
tude, the Diftance betwixt that Cape and Hudfow's
Bay would be 568 fuch Leagucs.

From the known Longitude of the North Cape of
Fapor in 4o° Latitude, which is pretty exaltly known,
from the Obfcrvations made by the Jefuits at Peksng,
and is about 140° Eaft from Loendon, and from the
beft computed Longitude of California in 40° North
Latitudc, it lies in 130° Longitude Weft from Loz-
dor, making together 280° leaves 80° for the Di-
ftance of California from Fapon ; allowing 17 Leagues
to a Degree of Longitude in 40° North Latitude, the
Diftance would be about 1360 Leagucs: By the fame
Calculation Calzfornia muit be at lealt 7 or goo fuch
Leagues from the North-Ealt Cape of A4fiz; {o that,
in fo great a Space there may be very great Coun-
trics or Iflands *, without fuppofing the new difcover'd
Country continuous to California, and might weilal-
iow of anopen Chancl or Sca, from §o to 100 Leagucs
wide, berween the difcoverd Coalt and California.

By
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By the Account given to Profeflor Euler, Behrsng
failed Southwardly to the Ifles of 7apon, and from
thence failed Eaftwardly §o German Miles, about
250 Englih Miles; which makes about 8o Leagucs,
of 20 to a Degree. At that Diftance from Fapon
he difcover’d Land, which he coafted North-Weft;
ftill approaching towards the North-Eaft Cape, with-
out going afhore, until he came to the Entrance of a
great River ; where fending his Boats and Mcn afhore,
they never return’d, being either loft, kill'd, or de-
tain’d by the Natives, which made his Difcovery in-
complete s his Ship being ftranded, and he afterwards
dicd in an uninhabited Ifland.

As no Latitudes nor Longitudes are fixed by this
Account, I muft believe he failed from Kamfthatka
South-Eaft, perhaps more Southerly than to §0° La-
titude; and there found Land North-Eaft from Fe-
pon s otherwife, by coafting it North-Weft, he could
never approach the North-Eat Cape, which is, at
lcalt, 40° Longitude Eaft of Fazon; and if he made
Land 8o Leagucs Eat of }fapon, he muft have failed
North-Eaft to make the North-Eaft Cape. I have
thercfore Reafon to believe this Coaft was Part of
that he faw in his {irft Voyage, where he loft his
Anchor; and is the Coaft Gama difcoverd, and the
“Dutch afterwards called the Company’s Land, Eaft
of the Streights of Uzicez, which is ar leaft 7 or 8oc

Leagucs

* The Faponefe, in their Maps of the World printed in Fapen,
have laid down in this very Tract two Iflands as large as Jreland,
with the Names to them, as appears in that Map bought by Dr.
Kemgfer in Fapon in 1686 5 now in Siv Hans Shane’s Mufeum.

G. M.
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Lcagues Weft of any known Land of Awmerica, and
above 1000 near the Latitude of Fapon : So that, if
I thould allow 700 Leagues for Countries or Iflands
Eaft of his new-difcover’d Coaft, there might fill be
a Paffage of 100 Lcagues for the Southern or Pacific
Ocean to communicate with Hudfow's Bay, and to
caufc fuch great Tides and Currents, as are found on
the North-Weft of Hudfon's-Bay ; as alfo a free Paf-
fage for the Whales, which are feen in all the Open-
ings North-Weft of that Bay, and arc caught there
in Numbers by the Eskemanx Savages: For, as thefe
don’t go in by Hudfon's Streight from our Atlan-
tic Ocean, it cannot be prefumed that they fhould
go up by Fapon towards the North-Eaft Cape, and
from thence go 70°, or above §60 Leagucs, to Hud-
for’s Bay, and be there in the Month of Fune, and,
after ftaying until September, return again the fame
Way to the Southern Ocean, to pafs the Winter.——
Now, as Bebring only coafted at a Diftance, he could
not poflibly know whether it was a Continent, or
great Ifland 5 the laft of which fcems the moft pro-
bable : However, a few Months now, if our Ships
return fafe, will give us a Certainty on one Side or
the other; altho’ I am fanguine enough to believe
they have by this time failed through, and difcover'd
this fo much wifh'd for Paffage.

Thefe, Sir, arc the Reafons I have flill to expect
Succefs in the Attempt I have promoted; and, if you
think it may give any Satisfaltion to Profcflor En/ler
to know the Reafons that fupport my Belief of a
pralticable fafe Paffage, be pleafed to communicate
it to him, with my Compliments for the Trouble I

Qqq have
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have given him by you, and accept of my beft Ac-
knowledgments for your Favouts. I am, with the

greateft Regard and Efteem,
SIR,
Caftle- Dobbs, Feb. 104
1746-7. Qonr moft obedient

bumble Servant,

Arthur Dobbs.

XII. A Letter from the Rev. Mr. G, Cof-
tard, o the Rev. Thomas Shaw, D. D.
E. R. S. and Principal of St. Edmund-
Hall, concerning the Chinefe Chronology
and Aftronomy.

- Reverend Sir,
Read April 30. HE Subjet of our late Converfa-
Y747 tion turn’d upon the Affeétation of

fome Nations, in carrying up their Hiftories to fo
immoderate a Height, as plainly to fhew thofe Ac-
counts to be fititious and without Foundation.
This, it was agreed, was the Cafe of the Babylonian
and Egyptian Accountss; and you feem’d to think
it would be found, to be the fame with any other
People that thould make the like Pretenfions.

The only People in later Times that have
been thought to contradict this Opinion are the
Chinefe, of whofc Hiftory the World hath been

taught



